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UNCLAS COPENHAGEN 1623 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, DA 

SUB J : FOLKETING LIFTS MOGENS GLISTRUP'S PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY 
REF: COPENHAGEN 1415 

1. AS ANTICIPATED, DANISH FOLKETING VOTED JUNE 12 TO DEPRIVE 
ANTI-TAX LAWYER MOGENS GLISTRUP OF HIS PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY SO 
THAT HE CAN BE INDICTED ON CHARGES OF TAX EVASION AND FRAUD. 

VOTE OF 134 TO 26 LARGELY FOLLOWED PARTY LINES, ALTHOUGH TWO MEMBERS 
OF GLISTRUP'S OWN PROGRESS PARTY REPORTEDLY VOTED AGAINST HIM AND 
HE OBTAINED TWO VOTES FROM RIGHT-WING JUSTICE PARTY. VOTE FOLLOWED 
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GLISTRUP HIMSELF, ARGUED VIGOROUSLY AGAINST LIFTING HIS IMMUNITY 
ON GROUNDS THAT CHARGES WERE POLITICALLY MOTIVATED. OVERWHELMING 
MAJORITY AGREED WITH FOLKETING CHAIRMAN KARL SKYTTE.HOWEVER, WHO 
DECLARED THAT QUESTION BEFORE PARLIAMENT WAS NOT GLISTRUP'S GUILT OR 
INNOCENCE BUT MERELY QUESTION OF WHETHER COUNTS SHOULD 
PROCEED TO TRY THE CASE. 

SKYTTE NOTED THAT PARLIAMENT HAD NEVER FAILED TO LIFT MEMBER'S 
IMMUNITY WHEN COURTS HAD REQUESTED IT. 

2. GLISTRUP'S SIDE OF ARGUMENT HAS BEEN RECEIVING CONSIDERABLE 
FAVORABLE COVERAGE IN LOCAL PRESS RECENTLY AND IT IS CLEAR THAT 
SOME OF ISSUES INVOLVED ARE HIGHLY COMPLEX. PROSPECTS ARE, THEREFORE, 

THAT NO EARLY RESOLUTION OF CASE CAN BE EXPECTED AND THAT THIS CAUSE 
CELEBRE WILL CONTINUE TO MUDDY DANISH POLITICAL WATERS FOR SOME 
5IME TO COME. 
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